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REFLECTIONS 

ADVENT 
 
The liturgical season of Advent with its 
two-fold character begins this weekend. 
First, it is a season “to prepare for 
Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us 
is remembered.”  We focus on a past 
event which still affects us now. At 
Christmas we remember that the Christ 
Child was born in time almost 2,000 years 
ago; he will not be re-born as an infant. 
The Christmas events reminds us of 
God’s breaking into our humanity as a 
partial fulfillment of divine promise. 
Importantly, Christians view the birth of 
the infant Jesus through the lens of the 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection. All 
Christian roads lead to the Cross, the 
fulfillment of God’s promise of redemption. 
 

Second, Advent is “a season when that 
remembrance of the Christ Child directs 
our mind and heart to await Christ’s 
second coming at the end of time.”  Jesus 
came in time as an infant, but when he 
comes again it will be as Lord and King of 
the Universe. The Advent season, then, is 
“a period of devout and joyful 
expectation.”  (General Norms for the 
Liturgical Year and Calendar, 39)  
 

The official liturgical color for Advent is 
purple or violet. The Third Sunday of 
Advent is Gaudate Sunday, from a Latin 
word meaning ‘rejoice,’ and is highlighted 
by the use of rose-colored vestments.  
Advent is a time for believers to echo the 
cry of the early Christians – Maranatha! or 
“Come, Lord Jesus!”  Advent, although 
not a penitential season is nonetheless a 
time for ongoing spiritual preparation with  
communal worship, prayer, and 
reconciliation to assist us in preparing for  
 
 

 
 
the Lord’s return in glory. The Sacrament 
of Reconciliation is celebrated at Saint 
Francis Village Chapel on Fridays, 9:30 – 
11:20 AM; additionally, on First Friday, 
December 2nd Confession is available 
from 5:00 – 7:00 PM. 
 

Advent offers a subdued liturgical 
environment but not a subdued spirit. May 
these four weeks of Advent preparation 
be a time when we experience God’s 
grace and presence actively in our lives! 
May our prayer always be Come, Lord 

Jesus!  

From Father Ken 
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My Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, the season of 
Advent has arrived giving us additional 
opportunities: 
 

*to pre-read the Sunday readings for   

reflective insight on Christ Incarnation, 

*to get our Advent wreath and light the current 

candle as we enjoy our daily meals and reflect on 

Christ being the light of our lives,  

*to be more fervent in our prayer life thanking 

God for his many blessings, and  

*realizing Advent is a season of preparation.   

 

I pray this Advent will give you much peace. 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena will begin on 
Sunday December 4th with the praying of the 
Rosary daily at 3:30 PM in the video room. Please 
join us. The Rosary will be prayed for nine (9) 
days with the final Rosary prayed In the Chapel at 
8:30 AM on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Monday December 12th. 
 

Our Advent retreat is Monday November 28th at 
9:45 AM in the Chapel. Father Ken will offer two 
reflections on Advent that will be about 45 
minutes each. 
 

Anointing of the Sick will be done during Mass on 
Thursday December 1st. 
 

Confessions will be heard Friday December 2nd 
from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM and again from 
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Start the line for 
Confessions at the seats in the back of the 
Chapel. 
 

The Giving Tree, located in the hallway at the 
Chapel entrance, has been decorated and 
reminds us of the opportunity we have to bring 
Christmas joy to others.  Please take one of the 
ornaments, buy a gift for $20.00 or less, and 
place it in the box next to the tree. Your 
generosity is appreciated. 
 

 
 

 
 

In conclusion, I found a few statements about 
Advent I would like to share with you: 
 

•Advent is a time of expectations, patiently waiting 
and preparing for the celebration of the Nativity of 
Jesus, and his second coming. 
•The word Advent means arrival or coming. 
•One of the Traditions associated with Advent includes 
praying a daily Advent Devotional. 
•The Church stresses the penitential and preparatory 
nature of Advent. 
•Advent has been called a “little Lent”, a time of 
increased prayer, fasting, and good works. 
•In the past tradition of the Church, Christmas 
decorations were put up on Christmas Eve and would 
not be taken down until after Epiphany. 
 

May Christ’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

              God Give You Peace,  

                    Mike Pierson 

 
 

 

Mass Intentions  
Nov. 27, 2022    Intentions of All SFV Catholic Chapel  

Parishioners 

Nov. 28, 2022    Repose of the Soul of Diana Gutierrez 
Nov. 29, 2022     

Nov. 30, 2022   Special Intention of Robert Portner 
By Robert Portner 

Dec. 1, 2022    All Parishioners with December Birthdays 
By Betty Tighe 

Dec.  2, 2022    Repose of the Soul of Al Kelsey 
By Jean Kelsey 

Dec.  3, 2022    Repose of the Soul of Dolores Burner 
By Julie & Mel Miller (9:00 AM Mass) 

Dec.  3, 2022    Intentions of All SFV Catholic Chapel  
Parishioners (5:00 PM Vigil Mass) 
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